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THE  ROAD  AHEAD



MEET  NUF 'S  NEWEST  LEADERS

Interim Board Chair
MIGUEL CENTENO

I hope this message finds you safe in
these unprecedented times.  2020 has
been a challenge for all of us, and it
certainly has been for NUF. 

However, for over 50 years, the NUF
family has addressed myriad challenges
head on – we are proud to uphold that
remarkable NUF tradition.  Through grit,
teamwork and an eye toward the future,
we are poised to emerge stronger than
ever.  The communities that we have
faithfully served require nothing less.

I would like to express my sincere
thanks to our new President and CEO,
Dr. Lisa Rawlings and her team for
leading us through this transition. I
would like to thank our partners for
their ongoing commitment and
support.  

As we enter this new era, please take a
moment to get to know key members
of our leadership team, including our
five newest Board members. 

Together, we proceed fearlessly
forward!



NEW MEMBER

NUF  BOARD  MEMBER:  
GARY  BAGLEY

GARY BAGLEY is the Executive Director
of New York Cares and one of the newest
members of the Board of Directors of
National Urban Fellows.

Take a peek into a day

in the life of budding

artist Stella Young,

and how she improves

her craftNUF: What interests you about National Urban
Fellows? 

GB: I became familiar with NUF by teaching
Nonprofit Management to the Fellows from
2009 to 2013. It was an amazing experience –
teaching so many wonderful professionals, who
challenged me to think more deeply about my
own practice every session.

The core work of NUF -- preparing more people
of color and women to be leaders in our sector --
continues to be a pressing need, a gap that
weakens everything we aim to accomplish. 

This time of new leadership for NUF is
an opportunity for the organization to
expand its reach - communicate the
impact it has already had more
compellingly and grow its impact in
exciting strategic ways.

NUF: How do you hope to contribute?

GB: Having worked with Boards for a
number of years, I believe I understand
the type of oversight and support a
board can offer -- strategic, fiduciary,
and supportive.

The core work of

NUF continues to be

a pressing need, a

gap that weakens

everthing we aim to

accomplish.



NUF  BOARD  MEMBER:  
LYDIA BUTTERFIELD

LYDIA BUTTERFIELD  is a Finance Director
at Autodesk and one of the newest members
of the Board of Directors of National Urban
Fellows.

Take a peek into a day

in the life of budding

artist Stella Young,

and how she improves

her craftNUF: What interests you about National
Urban Fellows? 

LB: I am very passionate about creating
systemic changes to make our world more
just and equitable. This is a broad and
complicated problem, and while there are
many people who want to help, most
leaders today are simply not equipped to
tackle these challenges. I think National
Urban Fellows helps to solve this problem
by developing leaders who have the skills
necessary to create this type of change
and then connecting them to
organizations and companies where they
can have impact. 

Over time, the network effect of a
program like this can be immense. We
need to change how we develop the next
generation of leaders and I think the
model that NUF uses is a key part of that
transformation.

NUF: How do you hope to contribute?

LB: My background is in corporate
finance. I work with businesses and
teams to create long-term strategic plans
and then help them operationalize and
execute those plans. I hope to use this
set of skills to help NUF achieve their
goals and ensure future success.

We need to change

how we develop the

next generation of

leaders and I think

the model that NUF

uses is a key part of

that transformation.

NEW MEMBER



Take a peek into a day

in the life of budding

artist Stella Young,

and how she improves

her craft

INTERIM  BOARD  CHA IR:  
MIGUEL  CENTENO

MIGUEL CENTENO is Healthfirst's
Vice President for Community
Engagement and the Healthfirst
Foundation. He is a longstaning
NUF supporter and is now the
Interim Board Chair.

NUF: What interests you about National

Urban Fellows?

MC: This country, and communities of

color, need NUF now more than ever.  A

consciousness has been raised in our

nation about the painful cost of inequality

– NUF is well-positioned to help this

country respond in a meaningful,

enduring way.  Our opportunity is now –

we must seize it!

NUF: What are your hopes for the
next chapter of NUF?

MC: I want NUF to be nothing less than
world-class.  The voiceless in
communities of color and underserved
communities throughout ournation
need us to be at our strongest to
continue to fight for social justice and
equity.  Learning lessons from the past,
and looking forward to limitless
possibilities, we will create that
organization.  Ourworld will benefit
from the efforts that we invest today.

A consciousness has

been raised about the

painful cost of

inequality – NUF is well-

positioned to help

respond in a meaningful,

enduring way.

NEW LEADER



NUF  BOARD  MEMBER:  
DONNA FRISBY-GREENWOOD

DONNA FRISBY-
GREENWOOD  is the
President and CEO of the
Fund for the School
District of Philadelphia, a
NUF alum, and one of the
newest members of the
Board of Directors of
National Urban Fellows.

Take a peek into a day

in the life of budding

artist Stella Young,

and how she improves

her craft

NUF: What interests you about National
Urban Fellows? 

DFG: National Urban Fellows had a
significant impact on my career. While I'd
already accomplished a great deal locally,
it provided me the opportunity during my
fellowship to work nationally and helped
me to develop the additional national
connections and MPA that I needed to
head a national organization 
 immediately upon graduation from the
program.

NUF: What excites you about board

service; what do you hope to get out of

the experience?

DFG: I have contributed to NUF in every

other way as a Mentor, donor, and funder,

and welcome the opportunity to elevate

my commitment to the organization by

serving on the board.

NUF had a significant

impact on my career. I

welcome the

opportunity to elevate

my commitment to the

organization.

NEW MEMBER



NUF  BOARD  MEMBER:  
ORLANDO  GONZALES

ORLANDO GONZALES is the Executive
Director of Safeguarding America's
Values for Everyone (SAVE), a NUF alum,
and one of the newest members of the
Board of Directors of National Urban
Fellows.

NUF: What interests you about National
Urban Fellows?

OG: I am interested in ensuring that
BIPOC people are educated and trained
to lead in philanthropy, government, and
the nonprofit sectors. The aspect of NUF
that interest me the most is the training
and educational attainment, and the
development and use of strong alumni
network.

NUF: What excites you about board

service?

OG: This is where leadership and

support are provided for the

organization and the staff... I am

looking to push and be pushed

intellectually. I enjoy hard work, high

risk and high reward, and I love

working hard for my community and

this presents an opportunity to serve

my passion with mutual benefit to the

community.

I love working hard

for my community

and this presents an

opportunity to serve

my passion with

mutual benefit to the

community.
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NUF  BOARD  MEMBER:  
THE  HONORABLE  GREGORY  JACKSON

HON. GREGORY JACKSON is a Senior
Judge at DC Superior Court and one of
the newest members of the Board of
Directors of National Urban Fellows.

NUF: What interests you about National

Urban Fellows?

NUF has a long  and proud history of

producing outstanding graduates. I am

excited to  now be a part of that legacy as

a board member."

NUF: What excites you about board
service?

GJ: My personal and professional
success is due in large part to the
mentoring that I have received along
the way.  Joining the Board of NUF has
given me a unique opportunity to use
my skills and experiences to “pay it
forward.” More than ever, business and
government entities are recognizing the
value added by diversity in leadership. I
am excited to be a part of the NUF
Board as it prepares minorities and
women to fill this leadership void.

My personal and

professional success is

due in large part to

mentoring I received...

joining the Board has

given me an opportunity

to pay it forward.

NEW MEMBER



Take a peek into a day

in the life of budding

artist Stella Young,

and how she improves

her craft

NUF  PRESIDENT  & CEO:  
LISA RAWLINGS ,  PHD

LISA RAWLINGS is an alum and the
newest President and CEO of the
National Urban Fellows. 

NUF: What interests you about NUF? 

LR: As an alum, NUF holds a very special place in
my heart. Ten years ago,  I applied to NUF when I
felt stuck. I was eager to make broader and more
profound impact. Though some of those closest
to me thought that I was crazy to leave the
security of a good government job, I knew that I
needed to bet on me -- to invest in myself so that
I could spread my wings. It was one of the best
professional and life decisions I have made.

NUF challenged me -- it exposed me to new
ideas and sectors, and broadened and deepened
my network of kindred spirits from across the
country who share my passion for social justice.

I also served as a NUF Mentor and
Instructor. My entire NUF experience
affirmed my commitment to investing in
promising BIPOC leaders to create lasting
impact in organizations and communities.

NUF: How do you hope to contribute?

LR: My combined passions for equity,
innovation, and organizational effectiveness
prepare me to lead NUF into the next 50 years.
In my career, I tackled varied social issues in
nonprofits, local and federal government,
philanthropy and academia. This breadth
allows me to better understand, engage, and
partner with our rich stakeholder ecosystem.

My NUF experience

affirmed my

commitment to

investing in

promising BIPOC

leaders to create

lasting impact.

NEW LEADER



Gary

New York Cares
Executive Director

Board Roles:
Interim Secretary

Finance Committee

Executive Committee

Bagley
Lydia

Autodesk
Finance Director, Global Renewals

and Digital Customer Success

Board Role:
Finance Committee

Butterfield
Flora

Castillo Consulting Associates
President & CEO

Board Role:
Governance Committee

Castillo

Miguel
Centeno

Healthfirst 
VP of Community Engagement &

Healthfirst Foundation

Board Roles:
Interim Chair

Fundraising Committee

Executive Committee

Donna
Frisby-

Greenwood

Fund for the School District of
Philadelphia
President & CEO

Board Roles:
Interim Vice-Chair

Fundraising Committee 

Executive Committee

Orlando
Gonzales

Safeguarding America's Values for
Everyone (SAVE)
Executive Director

Board Roles:
Fundraising Committee

Gregory

DC Superior Court
Senior Judge (Retired)

Board Roles:
Governance Committee Chair

Jackson
Yuh-Line

New York State Assemby
Representative

Board Roles:
Governance Committee

Niou
Natoya

City of Cleveland
Chief of Public Affairs (Human Capital

& Organizational Systems)

Board Roles:
Fundraising Committee Chair

Executive Committee

Walker-Minor 

Stephen
Williams

Houston Health Department
Director

Board Roles:
Governance Committee

Alice
Yoo

SCAN Health Plan
Senior Business Analyst

Board Roles:
Interim Treasurer

Finance Committee Chair

Executive Committee Board of Directors 
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